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England, although these latter infringed far more seriously the
rights of neutral Powers.                                                      /
The following extract from the American Note of February
I2th clearly presaged the conflict to come :
" This Government has carefully noted the explanatory state-
ment issued hy the Imperial German Government at the same
time with the proclamation of the German Admiralty, and takes
this occasion to remind the Imperial German Government very
respectfully that the Government of the United States is open
to none of the criticisms for unneutral action to which the
German Government believe the governments of certain other
neutral nations have laid themselves open ; that the Govern-
ment of the United States has not consented or acquiesced in
any measures which may have been taken by the other belli*
gerent nations in the present war which operate to restrain
neutral trade, but has, on the contrary, taken in all such matters
a position which warrants it in holding those governments
responsible in the proper way for any untoward effects upon
American shipping which the accepted principles of international
law do not justify; and that it, therefore, regards itself as free
in the present instance to take with a clear conscience and upon
accepted principles the position indicated in this Note.
" If the commanders of German vessels of war shoxild act
upon the presumption that the flag of the United States was not
being used in good faith and should destroy on the high seas
an American or the lives of American citizens, it would be
difficult for the Government of the United States to view the act
in any other light than as an indefensible violation of neutral
rights which it would be very hard indeed to reconcile with the
friendly relations now so happily subsisting between the two
Governments*
" If such a deplorable situation should arise, the Imperial
German Government can readily appreciate that the Govern*
ment of the United States would be constrained to hold the
Imperial German Government to a strict accountability for
such, acts of their-naval authorities, and to take any steps it
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